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January 21, 2010 

  

Dear Colleagues,  

  

As you may have recently read, the federal judge in Florida 

indicated that he did not have the jurisdiction to consider 

the flawed practice expense calculation included in the 

2010 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (MPFS) Final Rule.  

As part of the legal process, we learned during discovery 

exactly how arbitrary the decision was made.  For example, 

I understand that of approximately 50 practicing 

cardiologists surveyed regarding practice expenses, 12 
reported having no practice expenses. 

 

The way forward is clear and rests with our representatives 

in Congress.  In discussions with many concerned 

colleagues and patients and with ACC leadership, we need 

to directly approach our Congressional representatives in 

their home offices to educate them of our concerns.  

Paramount among these is the impact of the flawed 

practice expense process on our ability to provide the best 
care for our patients and their constituents. 

 

If an additional 100 Congressional representatives join the 

70 who already support H.R. 4371 introduced by 

Representative Charles Gonzalez, we believe that Congress 

will query CMS to reconsider the faulty practice expense 
calculations. 

 

In North Carolina, Representatives George (G.K.) 

Butterfield, Jr. [NC District 1] and Mike McIntyre [NC 

District 7] have already signed on as sponsors.  Remaining 

representatives include Howard Coble, 6th, Bob Etheridge, 

2nd, Virginia Foxx, 5th, Walter Jones, 3rd, Larry Kissell, 

8th, Patrick McHenry, 10th, Brad Miller, 13th, Sue Myrick, 

9th, David Price, 4th Heath Shuler, 11th, and Mel Watt, 
12th. 

 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUyl0IwNr93ncM3qokaNgC507A6mNohFjZIl6ayag79au7REnvq0QLM768EsxnVGCTPzPUhCCPfwyPeMM8Q3mIGvkqOLF5JVdLicWzmIZ4Z0KBQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUym1GFufedqRSZi3QAWHd3324TjcgxFa7l75FNRUg04sneocB5UeeqTHQY1kI00KeZfpUlVSPP2MRkpDZxWItsZjOGxujlcqPTw=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUynz4YZVv7z_FKF1O3YhgbfR5-DolLG-dk9QaahWhEXhKlMthDGIpInJ2iPSvr1vq762OZGmmtk5B0uwrgDQ3EnFruxKaOW2ara3lQdhDUZPYd2nq7C-zOaR45k99v__UM8=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUynz4YZVv7z_FKF1O3YhgbfR5-DolLG-dk9QaahWhEXhKlMthDGIpInJ2iPSvr1vq762OZGmmtk5B0uwrgDQ3EnFruxKaOW2ara3lQdhDUZPYd2nq7C-zOaR45k99v__UM8=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUynyFLcpXzIFrr8WaaioTe_0qxhpZ4Ck0hkqRLxfO0RBkqXTqCYShaddB4eE1E4ma2_9Gkf1fy72yb6soDdA01o-y56Rn-zAoKnY6Bp-BNtxXhFubl_t9o1E
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUynyFLcpXzIFrr8WaaioTe_0qxhpZ4Ck0hkqRLxfO0RBkqXTqCYShaddB4eE1E4ma2_9Gkf1fy72yb6soDdA01o-y56Rn-zAoKnY6Bp-BNtxXhFubl_t9o1E
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUyk4txWC8Tw-OccNBwf6gZPh6uDtqqE0xIEW6jJhGKIcL0KSEZUS4i2aQgXTWgnd7iRvOS66-z9ryYHqOOYxI7A2J6HfgsLinUozJgEr7m1unbyPPUAfGXoxG46ejRMR3-tOrSEGL1iyOUA4-_P00xCFEIOSo5tumEfDoUZL233KIu3PQ0hp7zShIIYkgk4Xo_g=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUyk4txWC8Tw-OccNBwf6gZPh6uDtqqE0xIEW6jJhGKIcL0KSEZUS4i2aQgXTWgnd7iRvOS66-z9ryYHqOOYxI7A2J6HfgsLinUozJgEr7m1unbyPPUAfGXoxG46ejRMR3-tOrSEGL1iyOUA4-_P00xCFEIOSo5tumEfDoUZL233KIu3PQ0hp7zShIIYkgk4Xo_g=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUykykuq1ukFE68R00UMph4PwiTzv_sS1nN_Ts3YwfjskmbCfZMGPKXzrn8qATW0z9yBg5G6HBtKLCUWa-K2yS8fgcQLX0Mejz5BRztCermr6smJHZklbuC0ut7SrH0GaYG-sYLXmzlzx1Q==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUykykuq1ukFE68R00UMph4PwiTzv_sS1nN_Ts3YwfjskmbCfZMGPKXzrn8qATW0z9yBg5G6HBtKLCUWa-K2yS8fgcQLX0Mejz5BRztCermr6smJHZklbuC0ut7SrH0GaYG-sYLXmzlzx1Q==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUylgi6sMNhLsrfa8nnJKosXTJXR60Uuao5wsRcjRoixpBsidLtUPRWvxDoSvKzG5uCqlfVP7gvU6VjHC7Sv1qBa21MryyIFdQMx0Nb0bp-pQDU6_5zBdIifudT3HZSbaXu4=


Over the next few weeks, I ask each concerned colleague 

to approach their practice managers and determine just 

what effect the cuts will have on their ability to maintain 

services and care for patients.  With this information in 

hand, personal visits to congressional offices by physicians 

and patients are likely to have the greatest impact in 

educating our representatives.  As a tangible example, I 

know of one colleague who has asked his patients to find 

another method of monitoring their INR's in the near 

future, as he anticipates laying off staff that currently 

performs this function. 

 

Pertinent information and important links are posted on our 

website at www.nccacc.org.   Information regarding your 
representative including their home offices can be found at: 

www.house.gov/house/MemberWWW_by_State.shtml.  

  

Sincerely, 

 

James G. Jollis, MD, FACC  

  

NCCACC Incoming Governor-Elect  

 

 

  
  

 

   

 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUykyC1T46-lAI1fgz1NaBYOcTWRi5mgs-ifJ-quEV2Y1UTSAYSg0dutvQtPjuXpRXW1AksgvKxEjRGy6oc8wiaCaOrxIm8tC0DmIOoWzu9Iw4A==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102956308330&s=82060&e=001UkJfsYJvUynu7zc32Jm-DQ4EZJdnlG9vFChNn5iL0APnseF5fAJlgSeFwEYAQzkyHmXcaRxxUkCjPO1VlC7z4fpcDnvgx4LQFrHF5uau9BJrLJ_9k4yOArng3TEHbXDc8X9rBY6-moHJaT1YrDL8QnZQHWg-xid7

