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The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) released its proposed 2010 Medicare 

Physician Fee Schedule, which includes policy 
proposals that would significantly reduce 

payments for cardiovascular-related services. 
CMS projects that the proposed changes would 

reduce total Medicare payments to cardiology by 

11 percent. The projected payment cut would 
result from changes to the following areas: 

practice expense calculation; equipment 
utilization rates; malpractice rate calculation; and 

payment for consultations. In addition, CMS 
proposes a 21.5 percent reduction in the Medicare 

conversion factor due to the flawed sustainable 
growth rate.  

 
In short, there could be as high as a 30 percent 

cut in Medicare payments for cardiology. Taken 
together with the payment cuts cardiology has 

already experienced, CMS' proposed rule 
represents a grave threat to cardiology practices 

and the patients they serve. 

 
 ACT NOW! What you Can Do 

  
The ACC and our partners are prepared to wage 

an aggressive campaign to prevent 
implementation of these damaging 

policies. NCCACC is urging its members to contact 
their lawmakers and ask them to prevent these 

payment policies that will result in devastating 
cuts. You can reach your members using the 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na1nyKTLJzbebrDVrIqgu0K0vCKavPdns_aPm9-4klFfy7BJ01v5oDTY4Yuk75nhhUVGCWQeZ4hXR3vvQ6fR5tiT2h2708EAenhlLR_zbPXzCA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na3QYmfgDXE3KzBSxKAMi7lge7rh0R4RCsoEPZu-XhjsxBPOhZfyWr_nKtDMQioHjVlhroN1h6uPbx6GbqFNxJeHKpiZ9jvj7Rw=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na0unVoIzAetNG9JnwhfjTGnL0ug7wciiGSwhV6mEPflS-dXzGAh1rdg2x2ZUSBHe-c6BS9YVvPPayZAY5j5p73-bipJbkvlzkxIHHrm35j8eTltnOWHc1Nfxk4UUzXSSRb401fubiQwTg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na0unVoIzAetNG9JnwhfjTGnL0ug7wciiGSwhV6mEPflS-dXzGAh1rdg2x2ZUSBHe-c6BS9YVvPPayZAY5j5p73-bipJbkvlzkxIHHrm35j8eTltnOWHc1Nfxk4UUzXSSRb401fubiQwTg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na2pTUw6XGEI3ol8jdZZVgIghNF5Ww3xknUyKWrQ9HrjnRhYz4gh8pKyAD8IlNJOXn9oLfA27Lhj-iePp2r0YMQ4iBRlwb-n9kyW8xxpXXqnFGxTafTFV7iyj1kSj97BbS0kb8agqTG1Bg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na1fRX06SW_QU1WI2iAslWpvrRuppFVGJqIa-IPRfx4I5Af3E-ZK7WEs68YhjMdfjM7G-pY2G6jsio1TWSqjlMXOQ-_k5hvY_2I2zoW9-qJC1Q==


ACC's toll-free grassroots hotline (800-210-7193) 
or by emailing your members of Congress by 

going to the CardioAdvocacy Network (CAN) 
website at ACC CAN. 

  

Write to CMS 

The proposed rule is subject to revision following 
a period of public comment through August 31. 

Send a message to CMS with your thoughts on 
how these cuts will affect your practice and 

patients. CMS reads and reviews all comments; 
the more cardiology professionals that write in, 

the better. Comments can be sent to CMS by 
clicking here. 

CMS Cuts Talking Points  

  

Submit a Video on the Cuts 

Take part in a video campaign that can be shared 

with members of Congress, regulatory officials 
and the public. Upload a 30-40 second video 

about the impacts of large-scale cuts on your 
ability to provide patients with the right care at 

the right time. Email Molly Nichelson at 
mnichels@acc.org to have it posted for you on 

ACC Advocacy's YouTube account. Don't own a 
video camera? Submit your story via the ACC's 

online forum, The Lewin Report.  

  

Involve Your Patients 
The ACC has patient materials and a letter that 

your patients can send to Capitol Hill on our 
CardioAdvocacy website - ACC CAN. Feel free to 

pass this link along to your colleagues and print it 

out for your offices. 

Patient Materials on Payment Reform    

Help Protect Your Cardiovascular Care  

Congress Holds Your Heart in its Hands  

Your Access to Cardiovascular Care is at Risk  

Sample Letter to Congress from Patient 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na0unVoIzAetNG9JnwhfjTGnL0ug7wciiGSwhV6mEPflS-dXzGAh1rdg2x2ZUSBHe-c6BS9YVvPPayZAY5j5p73-bipJbkvlzkxIHHrm35j8eTltnOWHc1Nfxk4UUzXSSRb401fubiQwTg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na2pKaZrerGu9iSykUmbQqJ8SajY43EkVvwCIYTJJ_7xWLqxIKEgm3VysfGl8uObTZ_GQ8HajurKVN_6raHzOX06YPkWcK3w-q1hG_Au0WGOkVj5LzQ_04SZqdJpvLFQTkz5RQJU3nTzZZIXlO8W55qAXKMfbtSeHqM-mwbI7aPuc5B7DTHtzEftyh2llGfxQHx5Ul04yaTf9MQcgB1Ey2G4
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na2yzsezWSOivGf7VD5Tz_nfO9S6-ZDQ2skdK5ErZaHAsnNBNM0N3aBBeXV9jL2U1_G00miG-5D5R8NQM-G3h_PWmfaoylCVVoN2GftjGp5pUMl85FLKpG4x32rN9lLnUjWS_4OeOu9ysQ==
mailto:mnichels@acc.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na07q-l_sV0sdRCMenX8-v9Npv-uXA0y7awiFqOgPjSs6vRNVEThBCPEJ08QfGUlV1eM3ToyCrvYbG0-HbhIJgft58MnLRGNomePSfu5ltt0Ww==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na0unVoIzAetNG9JnwhfjTGnL0ug7wciiGSwhV6mEPflS-dXzGAh1rdg2x2ZUSBHe-c6BS9YVvPPayZAY5j5p73-bipJbkvlzkxIHHrm35j8eTltnOWHc1Nfxk4UUzXSSRb401fubiQwTg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na2MNxrKS_MPzTCfD4qeLG8ESJ_VMaNObRX6Mg5RUTT-rF3pxc1rHLXqB_SbeejZoDgQRcerB75zCECj89dZdIlpJJO4D90g_q0S8jkNHaL7tvYZGyIAtA8f24WennRYtXOvGWrRMPj1mQSflQuIbOdjV28xse_PO_NDFQAzQafyJw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na1dlARkqwYxANywJ_nwrlPwH6N6cQW3dKxsms_oYy7O14z_3Vw5cUN5_eNZvGcn2eylt6wDoZ_ZdrIvqxxv8Dnfs7jkVvHMEgFhcZhoSucHHwK7yCuCuKOrxMMDP0NQGc4UFNw2pM_JIk3_JqiotYE9OtzyARlD4Sfh1w3_XP5gmw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na3f-fNDrEyS2ra3Tzw6_ofLcR-FPkVXYaF_d8NXnL4cWlazQ2pgcRA9qmCQ8xduHZXSKu-OLl-OT9zPJmpFU30SLiRk7UDbNq_mfspwZRfWpYpFPLqmkwSYgadpvQMjtaMg0X1kxbZGV4Bu6DdVzmXSYhSdTKmEdqWgjdCN63ZUow==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na0P1gDmajDJBL3XGLfSWV364ujYuQa-vgQhnbsAYG1bYE6d7e8MDgdEJkREZcPzCtqZCCir2djJ00gj5vM8voQnlURjNgTBVh3UZS7mrb3yIq4Dcq2NWLBCYkKxGmzF1WJbJHpopOw92NFo7RqlkCXEKq4UjMIDseZ-tTPYa8d2T3G2ncwZi6kcaEISdOIlcz0=


  

 
 STAYING UP-TO-DATE ON HEALTH SYSTEM 

REFORM 

There are a lot of moving parts regarding health 

system reform and the proposed rule. 
Information changes almost hourly and it's 

important that you are kept up-to-date on what's 
happening on Capitol Hill. Here are some useful 

tools to stay in touch: 
 

Lewin Report 
Jack Lewin, M.D., the ACC's CEO maintains a blog 

which provides updates on health system reform. 
The blog can be found at: The Lewin Report.  

 
 

 

North Carolina Chapter of the American College of 
Cardiology 

1500 Sunday Drive, Suite 102 

Raleigh, NC  27607 

919-861-5581 

www.nccacc.org 
  

    

 
 

 
 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na07q-l_sV0sdRCMenX8-v9Npv-uXA0y7awiFqOgPjSs6vRNVEThBCPEJ08QfGUlV1eM3ToyCrvYbG0-HbhIJgft58MnLRGNomePSfu5ltt0Ww==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102647817877&s=82060&e=001tAv9F4V2Na1nyKTLJzbebrDVrIqgu0K0vCKavPdns_aPm9-4klFfy7BJ01v5oDTY4Yuk75nhhUVGCWQeZ4hXR3vvQ6fR5tiT2h2708EAenhlLR_zbPXzCA==

